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he Kingdom of Thailand hosted the latest iteration of Cobra
Ciold from 4-17 February 2004, Clobra Gold, an annual joint
exercise i its 28th year, primarily features Thai and LLS.,
military personnel. This annual war game, the largest military
exercise i Southeast Asia, takes its name from the venomous
snakes that inhabit Thailands countryside, as well as the precious metal once
mined there . Thailand is a longstanding ally of the USA in Southeast Asia,

and varous hilateral defence agreements have existed sinee 1950,

American participation in the 2007 exercise was much reduced in scope after
Thaaland’s mifitary coup on 19 September 2006, and last vear’s training was
disrpted by the hivoe wrought m Myanmar by Cyclone Nargis, Fortumately.
Cobra Gold roared fully back to life this year with a busy schedule of
mudtilateral and balaters! raining. Cobra Gold s designed to promote
regional peace and stability by allowing troops to work sidke by side, with this
vear s event involving 11,637 persoanel, This total included 4034 Thais and
7271 Amenicans drawn from installations as far afield as Japan, Hawaii. and
Washington and New York states.

This combined-arms exercise incorporaling army, navy., air force and
murine corps units comprises three key elements — a computer-simulated
commuand post exercise (CPX), o seres of field training exercises (FTX), and
bumamtarian/civic action projects, Each year a dilTerent Royal Thai Army
(RTA)HQ is responsible for hosting Cobea Gold, and this time it was the
turm of the Thind Army in the noethern quadrant of the country, This meant
much of the exercise centred on the cities of Chiang Mai and Sukhothai in the
nerth of Thailand, The USA footed TISDNE million of the bill, with Thailand
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expending just USD1 .1 million. One unusual feature of this year’s Cobra
Groled was the Fact it took place in the month of February instead of the usual
May nmeframe. Apparently this was because of a schedoling ¢lash later in the
year, possibly related 1o the holding of Exercise Talisman Saber in Australia
mid-year.

While Thai and American troops ane the most nomerows in Cobra Gold.
servicemen from Singapore, Japan and Indonesia also ook part, Indonesia
and Japan contributed 113 and 75 soldiers respectively, while Singapore
contributed more than 100 command and medical personnel. What began in
982 as bilateral war games between the USA and Thailand has increasingly
incorporated neighbouring countries, While Thailand is a reliable, long-time
ally of the USA in Southeast Asia, the USA is keen to pursue greater stability
and cooperation in the region.
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